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[The following article by Brazilian journalist Carlos Tautz is reprinted with the permission of
Noticias Aliadas in Lima, Peru. It first appeared in the May 1, 1997, edition of the weekly publication
Latinamerica Press.]
Sao Paulo police officers did not think anyone was watching when they killed a young suspect in
mid-March. They were wrong. Not only was someone watching, he was capturing the violence
on home video. Since early March, Sao Paulo police have been caught on video savagely beating
and killing suspects. The home videos have been turned over to television stations, which have
broadcast them repeatedly for the country's 160 million people to see.
On March 31, Jornal Nacional, the most watched news program in Brazil, showed Sao Paulo Military
Police attacking young men during a sweep through the working-class district of Diadema. The tape
shows one of the officers shoot and kill Mario Jose Josino, a 31-year-old Afro-Brazilian. The officer is
shown laughing as he uses a club to beat a young black man on the bottom of his feet. And another
officer is caught on film stealing the wallet of one suspect, counting the money, and putting it in his
own pocket. Jefferson Sanches Caputi, one of the victims, received 34 stitches after the beating. "I
asked why they were hitting me, and they said they were looking for drugs," said Sanches, 29, who
has identified three of his attackers from the 24th Military Police Battalion.
The tape of the beating was originally given to the commander of the battalion, who ordered the
arrest of nine of the 10 officers, but did not inform his superiors. "If the tape had not been handed
over to the media, this would have been one more case of impunity," said Emir Sader, president of
the local human rights commission. The officers have been arrested, but it took public pressure to
get Gov. Mario Covas to finally take action.
And, if the video of the police officers killing an innocent suspect was not enough, another
television news program ran its own tape showing young police officers singing songs about torture.
"Torture is easy to do, beat your enemy and hit him until he's dead," are the words to a song that
is apparently one of the initiation songs for new police recruits. The Sao Paulo Military Police
is considered to be the most violent and corrupt in Brazil. Last year, Sao Paulo Military Police
oversight observer Benedito Domingos Mariano received 500 complaints of homicide, torture, and
abuse against police officers. Since the video was released, he has been receiving an average of 100
complaints a day.
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